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Portlaoise Low Carbon Town

Portlaoise secured funding under the URDF in 2019 for the development of initiatives that envisage 

Portlaoise becoming the first Low Carbon town in Ireland. 

The aim of the Low Carbon Town is to:

• remove the dominance of cars within the Portlaoise town centre

• address the poor pedestrian experience of the area. 

• To adapt to lower emission vehicles. 

• Retrofit homes and businesses

• Investing €2.7million euro over the next three years



First Steps

• Starting out

• Learning

• Climate Action Plan

• Climate Adaptation 
Strategy

• Climate Action Charter



What is a low carbon town (decarbonisation zone)?

• Decarbonisation Zone – Towns & Villages

• Work is taking place in developing Portlaoise as a low-carbon town. 

• Boost energy efficiency and reduce fossil energy use

• Encourage creation of low-carbon communities in urban development plans

• Climate Action Plan 2019 sets out 183 actions

• Action 165 Extend flagship low-carbon projects to other towns and villages

• All Local Authorities will be asked to develop a decarbonisation project



Portlaoise Low Carbon Town

• Low Carbon Town Centre

• Regional Enterprise Plan to 2020

• This pilot project will serve as a road map

• Stakeholder involvement

• What a low-carbon town means to Portlaoise and how it will impact on 

the local community? 

• Long term benefits



Portlaoise 2040 (as the national Pilot) – approach being taken

• 2040 and Beyond: 

A Vision for Portlaoise’ is a strategy that re-examines and re-purposes the 
Town Centre of Portlaoise. 

The Strategy will deliver: 

• A Vision Statement

• Heightened awareness of Portlaoise’s evolution and fabric

• This will be achieved through a number of interventions



Reconfigure 
Traffic



Portlaoise 2040 
(as the national 
Pilot) –
approach being 
taken



Our view of what 
needs to be 
demonstrated 

• How working though with people can bring back vitality to the Urban Core and lead to better 
community ownership 

• What a new sustainable and low carbon urban community and economy could look like

• How business and heritage can work together and are mutually beneficial 

• Can we entice people back to live in urban centres – Developments in Portlaoise

• How business clusters work in regional towns 

• Urban design and public realm, how it brings confidence to place and people



Convent Site

• Major new social housing 
development 

• The Council are partnering with 
Sophia Housing the approved 
housing body to make it all happen. 

• Budget €10 million 

• 52 dwelling units, consisting of 4 
houses and 48 apartments in 6 
separate blocks 

• The development as an important 
aspect of the regeneration of the 
town centre. 

• The scale and scope of the 
development created a real sense of 
urban renewal at this central 
location.

• The development is so convenient to 
the town centre and services which 
also helped made it conducive to 
climate action.



CBS Site
• Urban Regeneration Development at Railway 

Street Portlaoise

• Agreement has been reached between the 
three main parties involved in the 
development, Adrian Developments, Cluid
Housing Association and Laois County 
Council, to proceed to the next stage of the 
project.

• The proposed development is located on a 
five acre site, beside Portlaoise Train Station 
and close to the town centre.

• 67 residential units, open spaces and 94 
public car parks will be provided. The 
residential units will comprise of 30 two, 
three and four bed units. An apartment 
building with 16 two bed units and two 
duplex buildings consisting of 13 and 8 two 
bed units.

• The housing units will be owned by the 
Housing Association, while the car park will 
be operated by Laois County Council.



Objectives of Portlaoise 
Town Centre
• Support a significant reduction in carbon emissions and air pollution 

• Re-balance existing car parking spaces

• Remove large volumes of traffic from the Town Centre 

• Encourage sustainable means of travel by giving priority to pedestrians and cyclists

• Support pedestrian prioritisation by directing traffic flows towards parking areas 
adjacent to the Town Centre and away from the pedestrian priority areas

• Create Ireland’s first ‘Low Carbon Town Centre’ to improve the overall air and 
environmental quality, and promote health and wellbeing.
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Low Carbon 
Implementation Group 

• The Ireland 2040 Plan identifies the town of Portlaoise as a national 
demonstration project on how to implement sustainable and 
community driven urban renewal. 

• Established a Low Carbon Implementation Group to address 
implementation challenges and opportunities in Portlaoise and 
similar sized regional towns. 

• The establishment of the group also provides an opening to promote 
and demonstrate the ongoing work of individual stakeholders at a 
local level 

• The Implementation Group comprises representatives from public 
sector and private sector including academia, energy generation, 
health service, retail, transport, etc 

• Functions as a delivery and implementation network 

• Interim report



GAS NETWORKS IRELAND

• Gas Networks Ireland and Applegreen to open Compressed Natural Gas refuelling stations in Portlaoise and Tipperary

• Gas Networks Ireland has entered into an agreement with Applegreen to develop two publicly-accessible, fast-fill Compressed Natural Gas 

(CNG) stations 

• Part of the Causeway Project, this investment worth over €2m, will allow businesses to reduce transport costs and emissions. Construction 
on the project will get underway this summer with both stations expected to be in operation by the end of 2020.

• CNG is a proven alternative to diesel or petrol which reduces transport costs by up to 25% and reduces carbon emissions. 

• HGVs and buses account for only 4% of vehicles on Ireland’s roads, they account for 30% of all emissions in the road transport sector. 

• CNG for transport is one of the key gas technologies set out in Gas Networks Ireland’s Vision 2050 published last year which outlines how it 
can reduce Ireland’s total carbon emissions by one third and create a net zero carbon gas network.



NATIONAL TRANSPORT AUTHORITY
• Programme to secure provision of local transport services in large towns

• Portlaoise Identified as a suitable location

• The Authority has worked closely with Laois County Council since 2018 to 

plan a local bus service for Portlaoise. 

• Town bus network consisting of two routes 

• With 40 Stops

• Next Steps in Network Development



Bord na Móna – Cuil na Mona 

• Bord na Móna have unveiled plans for a major renewable 

gas facility at Cúil na Móna near Togher outside Portlaoise

• Anaerobic Digestion

• Diversify and divest itself of its previous core operations of 

peat harvesting it is constantly transitioning to 

decarbonising.



Measuring Carbon Footprint of Portlaoise
• Siemens appointed to carry out this project.

• This carbon footprint must be capable of being recalibrated in future years (under a separate contract) so as 

to provide a “progress achieved” measure.

• Measure Scope 1,  2 and 3 GHG emissions

• 6 GHGs as per the Kyoto Protocol

• Provide an estimate of the renewable energy potential for Portlaoise

• Establish a register of opportunities for the reduction of energy demand and the transition to renewable 

energy supply.

• Nearing completion



Electric Vehicle 
Charge Points
• Market Soundings

• Tender Process

• Tender Assessment

• Pilot Charge Point



The Cube -
Portlaoise
• €2,050,560 to Portlaoise Innovation Centre under the €40m 

Regional Enterprise Development Fund.

• Portlaoise Innovation Centre proposes to facilitate the creation 
of a Low Carbon Centre of Excellence.

• ‘The Cube’ Portlaoise is a multi-point hub for the development 
of a Low Carbon Centre of Excellence

• This project is at the cutting edge of innovation.

• The Cube will specialise in bespoke professional services and 
training programmes for which there is currently minimal 
advice or service available.



LCC - Climate Actions 2020
• Laois Climate Adaption Strategy

• Establishment of a Climate Action Team

• Green Procurement

• Public Lighting

• Climate Action Fund

• Energy Efficiency Rating

• SEC

• Development Plan



Community 
Engagement

• Laois Partnership 

• Tidy Towns

• Leader

• SEAI

• Laois GAA



Laois Partnership Projects 

• Ran a no. of Environmental Workshops with 
Duncan Stewart to get households involved in 
climate change:

• Sustainable Transport

• Climate Change in Laois

• The future of sustainable farming

• Duncan is examining the potential to train people 
in insulating their own attics  



O’Moore Park Green Stadium Project

National Pilot Green Stadium Programme 

Measures to deliver establishment and enhancement of biodiversity and water conservation

Specific deliverables include: 

• Upgrade of the floodlighting in the stadium and the associated buildings 

• Significant programme of native tree establishment, native hedging establishment and 
native meadow establishment in the stadium area and throughout the wider campus. 

• Installation of bird and bat boxes on the stadium and throughout the grounds. 

• Installation of water harvesting infrastructure to capture rainwater from the main stand 
roof area. 

• Installation of water bottle refill stations. 

• Installation of segregated waste stations. 

• Commission of murals and signage around stadium 

• Funding through LEADER and SEAI



South Circular Road Scheme –
Biodiversity Enhancement Project

Portlaoise Tidy Towns approached LCC to complete an enhanced landscape finish to the South Circular Road Scheme

Specific deliverables: 

• Carbon Capture

• Native Ivy green wall 

• Wildflower 

• 3 large roundabouts with 2 pollinator themed sculptures 

• Wildflower rich attenuation areas and verges 

• Hedging & street tree planting 

• Bee bank 

• Native tree planting outside of the hedgerows 



Green Infrastructure Plan – Kilminchy
Residents Association

• LPC supported Kilminchy Homeowners to develop a green infrastructure plan for the entire estate and outlying green 

areas (13 acres). 

• Kilminchy residents are busy delivering actions identified in their masterplan which was adopted by the local community 

in 2019. 

• They are currently focusing in particular on pollinator themed actions 

• This year alone they have delivered on a very impressive programme of works in conjunction with Portlaoise Tidy Towns. 

• Bonanza for wildlife 

• Implementing an innovative new herbicide free weed control product which will see a move away from conventional 

Glyphosate based treatments.






